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+S} NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE 
| WASHINGTON, D.C. | 


THE NRO STAFF | | | October 24, 1972 


MEMORANDUM FOR DR. McLUCAS | 
SUBJECT : Backup Data on Retired Brig General Goddard 


On Wednesday, October 25, at 1630 you will have a 
courtesy visit from Gen Goddard. 


At the right is a biographical sketch on Gen Goddard 
which covers his military career through 1953. Since retire- 
ment he has been active with industry as the Washington 
representative for Itek, and has written a book entitled 
"Overview," published in 1969, which deals with aerial 
reconnaissance. He presently resides in Boca Raton, Florida. 


| Mr. Lundahl will host and brief Gen Goddard on Thursday, 
October 26. We are planning to oath Gen Goddard prior to 
his visit with you and will debrief him following the NPIC 
show. 


) N\ 
sgn 


Major, USAF 
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- BRIGADIER CRNERAL cance ‘WILLIAM GODDARD: , USAF Rot: irog . 


“ aocrip? Willian Goddard was born in London, Encinné, June 15, 


: 1689. Hc, como to Rochostcr, New York in June, 1904, to live with - 


his aunt end un¢le. He was. noturolizod fpril 27, 1918. 


Gonercl Goddard wes graduated from Washington Irving Rrepera= . 
tory School in licw York in 1910, attended Kouka Colloge in Xeule, 


_ New York, for two years, then stuCice camercicl ort in Rochester 
. for a yeor. .He wes a frve-lence cartoonist in Rochoster until 
- Jenuary, 1916, when he becene ao steff ertist soe. hears Coke ere Iron 


——e In ESORERs casual ° 4 

-On December 1h, - 1017, Gonoral: Goddard enlisted in tho- 
Avintion Scetion of the Sicnel Corps anc sntersd tho corial 
photowesty course at tho School of NMilitery Acroncutics at 
Cornoall University. Upon camplsetion of thu three-month course,. 
ho a cn instructor in ceriol pectoercm te a a ; 

Goncre] Goddard yas omwiupiona a socond lieutenant in the 
Avintiun Scction Reserve on Aucust 8, 1913, emi cssicneé to — 
Palicccrze Field, Sort Worth, Texas, to organize and teke to 
France: the 45r¢, With and. “5th ferial Phatogrephic Sections. 


Whoa the World Wor I crnistice was eecleroc, Genors] Goddard 
wes thensrerred to Carlstran.Ficle, Flsrica, there ho wes grcductec 


“n feza flging school and ratee « pilot in Mcy, 1919.° He thon wes 
-, essiniwc to heCook Field; Ohio, ce officer in chergb of ccrinl 

-. photowrsphie resvarch.. In that ccpacity, he started: covolopzents 
-in in’reeroc cnc long-renge photoprephy, spocicl ceoricl cancres, 


photomrsshic aircraft and portahlo ficld leboratory oquipment and 
formoc the ruclous of the present Photographic Leboratory ct 
Wright-Fctccrson Air Force Basco, Ohio. | 


On July 1, 2920, Generel Goddard received his Reguler caa- 
mission ce 2 second licvtonant in the a1r Scrvice, anc wes premotec 
Imecéictcly to first licutencnt tho same date. He then was : 
eppointce officcr in chareo of acriel photography in the Offico of 
the Chicf cf the air Corps, Weshingtm, D.C. While on that 
ossisunnt, he recoivec « presidenticl cppointment as Air Corps 
rosruscnictive on the Faderrnl Bocrd of Survcys oud Mops. He 


" organizes the first Army acricl photographic mapping units which 


Mionoci'uc. In mepping Muscle Shoals, Tennesseo Xiver Besin, Teapot 
Donc, ti River end — other erons. 








LA. 


1 General Goddard wes a ted chicf of: the. 
mmotoit August 1M, at Wright Field. He was retirod Juno 30, — 
1949, but was recalled to active duty the following day, retainin ) 
his position as chief of ‘the Photographic Laboratory. a 
In May, 1952, General Goddard was transferred to hoadquarters 
of the Allicd Air Forees in Contral Europe at Fontainebleeu, France, 
for duty as Director of Reconnaissance, Operations Division. 


-, In July 1953; General: Gbdderd ‘was assigned to Hoadquarters, 
"'” Air Materiel Command, Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, 


General Goddard was sent:tdé Bikini in 1946-in connection with 
. the atomic bomb tests.- In July,. 1950, he was awarded the Thurman 
=. ° Hy, Banc Award for his development in-low-altitude high-specd night 
.’photosraphy. Immediately thereafter he went to Korea to introduce 
+ this new system of night photography and the latest type strip 
| camera, Which has been highly successful in low-altitude jet air- 
' ,., opaft operations under adverse weather conditions, In August, 1951, 
““ O was awarded the Honorary Degree of Master of Photography by the 
Photographers! Association of jimerica, and also reccived the | 
Progress Medal for 1951 at,the annual convention of tho Photographic 
Society of America, held in Detroit, Michigan. oe : 


In addition to the Legion ofMerit with one Oak Leaf Cluster, 
General Goddard has been awarded the French Croix de Guerre with 
Palm for his work in the orzcanization of: French acrial photographie 
research and cperation2l units, He is rated a.command pilot, 
combat observer, and technical observer, $$‘; .. -. 
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‘Gencral Goddard ani his wife; Mrs, Elizabeth Hayes Goddard, 
have one daughter, Saree Sere Se ore : | 
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ee _He was promoted to capt2in July 2, 1934; to major (tcempurary) 
August. 19 1937; to major (permanent) July 1, 1940; to lieutenant 
colonel (temporary) March 21, 19413 to colonel (tomporary). March 
1, 19423; to lieutenant eo1onsi {permanent} November 16, 1942; to 
colonel (permanent) April 2, 1948; to brigadier g2nerel (temporary) 

, March 8, 1952, with date of rank from January 25, 1952, z . 
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